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Car Ownership 

The latest data shows 2.45 million cars registered in London, a steady but slow downward trend from 

2.47m and 2.51m in the two previous years. 

The number of cars per household dropped in almost every borough from the previous year, with the 

biggest drop in Newham. There remains huge variation between boroughs: Hillingdon and Havering have 

the most (109 and 107 cars per 100 households respectively) and City of London, Islington, Tower Hamlets 

and Hackney with fewest (all below 40 cars per 100 households). 

We also track the number of households with no car and this year we have accurate (2021 Census) data for 

the first time (previously we relied on sample survey data). However, the basic picture remains similar. In 

2021, 42% of London households had no car (last year we reported 45%). The boroughs with the highest 

proportion of households with no car were City of London at 77%, Islington at 67%, Tower Hamlets and 

Westminster at 66% and Hackney at 65%. Even in Havering and Hillingdon (the boroughs with the most cars 

per household), more than a fifth of households have no car. 

All cars registered 

Cars registered actual change 2022 – 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/7zk0K/ 

Cars registered % change 2022 – 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/pSOCI/ 

https://www.datawrapper.de/_/7zk0K/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/pSOCI/
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Cars per household 

Cars registered/100 households 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/qdDYs/ 

Cars registered/100 households 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/ydMJa/ 

 

Proportion of households with no car 

The proportion of households with no car by borough data is not available from TfL for 2023, so this year’s 

data uses Census 2021 data. 

Percentage of households with no car 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/8Hr2S/ 

https://www.datawrapper.de/_/qdDYs/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/ydMJa/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/8Hr2S/
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Polluting cars 

Vehicles are the single largest source of both the harmful pollutant Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) and particulate 
matter, and new analysis published by the Clean Cities Campaign shows monitoring sites in central, inner 
and outer London recorded illegal levels of NO2 in 2021. Legal limits in the UK and EU for NO2 were meant 
to be met by 2010 at the latest. 

For a second year the Healthy Streets Scorecard has included data to examine how boroughs are doing in 
the race to switch away from polluting cars by comparing the proportion of cars by fuel type. Car 
registration data obtained from the DfT has been weighted in accordance to how different fuel types 
contribute to London’s poor air quality. A factor of 3 for diesel cars, 2 for petrol cars, and 0.5 for electric 
cars (all types) shown on a 0 (lowest) to 10 (highest) point scale.  

Data shows that it is Outer London boroughs that need to be taking firmer action to discourage residents 
from owning polluting diesel and petrol cars. The Ultra Low Emission Zone which extends to Outer London 
in August 2023, will help to form a basis for action but the boroughs cannot rely on this scheme entirely as 
it does not affect any petrol cars built from 2006 or diesel cars built from 2015.  

There are some positive changes noted in the Inner London boroughs, for example Camden has a 
proportion of 15% diesel cars, down from 17% in 2022, and 15% electric vehicles, where a diesel surcharge 
was introduced on residential parking permits. Other higher scoring boroughs for the proportion of electric 
vehicles are Westminster and Tower Hamlets (both 15%), and City of London and Newham both on 14%. 
However, we can’t just rely on electric cars to solve the problem. The Mayor of London has stated that, at 
the very least, we need a 27% reduction in all car kilometres being driven across the capital to meet the 
target of reaching net zero by 2030. 

Percentage of polluting cars 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/u920T/ 

Proportion of polluting cars weighted by emission type 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/sqkvv/ 

https://cleancitiescampaign.org/new-analysis-illegal-air-pollution-recorded-across-greater-london-in-2021/
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/sadiq-khan-clean-air-charge-petrol-diesel-cars-ulez-expansion-london-b977223.html
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/u920T/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/sqkvv/
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Low Traffic Neighbourhoods 

Haringey has made the most progress in rolling out Low Traffic Neighbourhoods (LTNs) over the last year, 

with three new LTNs introduced and a doubling in the area covered by LTNs, to 34% of the borough.  

There has been very little progress in other boroughs in establishing new LTNs over the last year, with a 

focus more on embedding existing schemes. But with a focus on LTNs coming from TfL later this year and 

several London boroughs preparing new schemes, we are hoping to see significant shifts in the next scores. 

Hackney still has the greatest proportion of the borough as LTN, with 69% of appropriate area restricting 

through-traffic. Waltham Forest and Islington come next with 48% and 47% respectively. Other high 

performing boroughs are Newham, Southwark, Merton, Haringey and Hounslow.  

Hammersmith and Fulham have been introducing residential ‘Clean Air Neighbourhoods’. We look forward 

to seeing what impact these have on walking and cycling levels, and in reducing overall traffic levels. Until 

there is further evidence on the impact of these schemes, they are being awarded 33% of the score that full 

LTNs receive.   

Five boroughs have very little (under 10%) areas of LTN. These are Bexley, Westminster, Bromley, Kingston 

and Kensington and Chelsea. 

Some boroughs and local people provided further information on through-traffic restrictions in their 

boroughs, both on modal filters introduced to areas in recent years, and on neighbourhoods originally 

designed not to carry through-traffic when they were first built. Many boroughs, such as Barking and 

Dagenham, have seen increases in their scores through this.  

We know many boroughs are planning more LTNs and we expect to see more in the coming year. 
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The map showing London’s LTNs can be found here, based on the best information currently available. 

Note: The City of London's result is skewed by its small size and the fact that much of it is 'not suitable for an LTN' 

according to the methodology, because it focussed on residential areas. Its score reduces by half if all the City were 

considered suitable. 

 

LTNs 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/WjdgR/ 

LTNs 2020 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/nF43l/ 

 

 

20mph Speed Limits 

Once again there has been a small increase in the overall proportion of London’s roads that have 20mph 

limits with a rise of 1.0% from 52.2% in 2022 to 53.2% in 2023. The good news is that more recently two 

boroughs, Kingston-upon-Thames and Newham have announced that they plan to move to a default 

20mph limit and the impact of this should be seen in the next couple of years.  

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=14cKYrIS88gaNh-RhcWQJ6eB2KG9xvZ0&ll=51.4553018582527%2C-0.16720737828759713&z=13
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/WjdgR/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/nF43l/
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In the most recent months, it is TfL rather than the boroughs that have had the biggest impact on 

increasing the use of 20mph limits in London with the delivery in Autumn 2022 of schemes to make all of 

the roads that they control (the Red Routes/TLRN) in Islington, Hackney, Tower Hamlets and Camden and 

more of their roads in Haringey 20mph. This is coupled with plans to deliver 20mph limits on TfL roads 

across Greenwich, Lewisham, Lambeth, Southwark, Wandsworth, Merton, Bromley, Ealing and Kensington 

and Chelsea by the end of 2023.  

On borough managed (rather than TfL controlled) roads, the big change is a large rise in coverage of 20mph 

limits on roads in Wandsworth as the “A” and “B” roads that had previously been left out of the borough’s 

lower speed limits programme also became 20mph. Hammersmith & Fulham also has plans to adopt 

20mph limits on the main roads that were omitted from their 20mph limits programme. 

So overall, a gradually improving picture but still with a number of boroughs with much work to do. In five 

London boroughs, Barnet, Bromley, Hillingdon, Bexley and Havering, less than 10% of the roads have 

20mph limits and, in spite of the support from TfL to fund lower speed limits, they appear reluctant to take 

advantage of the opportunities that 20mph speed limits offer to make the roads safer and to reduce the 

intimidation that speeding vehicles cause in particular for those who are walking and cycling. 

20mph 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/n4tx5/ 

20mph 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/Mp4yF/ 

 

 

  

https://www.datawrapper.de/_/n4tx5/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/Mp4yF/
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Controlled Parking Zone 

This year we have significantly updated the way we measure Controlled Parking Zone (CPZ) coverage. 

1. Rather than rely on external estimates, we have built a database and map of all London CPZs based 

on information provided by each borough. 

2. From this mapping we have split our CPZ scoring into two parts. Half of the score is based on the 

percent of the borough’s roads that could realistically be in a CPZ that are in one.  

The other half of the score is based on the average ‘opportunity to park’ each resident has. We’ve 

noticed some boroughs have really large zones - so large, some drivers will drive inside those zones 

to park near a station or the shops. Other boroughs, residents can park anywhere or in any zone in 

the borough. These approaches will now be marked down, with a score that is based on how much 

area the average resident can park in of all CPZs in the borough. The final score is an average of 

these two components. 

Overall, it’s very disappointing to see very little movement on this metric. Much more action is needed. 

Controlling parking is one of the most important tools councils have to reduce car journeys, especially short 

trips, in favour of walking, cycling and public transport, and it is cost neutral to the council.  

The new map of London CPZs by borough can be seen here. 

CPZ 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/bkgVk/ 

CPZ suitable % coverage 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/HoOp4/ 

 

 

  

https://felt.com/map/London-Controlled-Parking-Zones-by-borough-map-6pDHqNl9CQQG3PuqgLsPO9BA?lat=51.576889&lon=-0.010382&zoom=10.65
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/bkgVk/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/HoOp4/
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Physically Protected Cycle Track 
While the past year saw three-times more new cycle tracks than 2022, progress was still slow, mainly due 

to a lack of funding from Transport for London (TfL). TfL reached a funding deal with the government in 

autumn, but many of the funded schemes are just being consulted on (HSS measures new cycle tracks from 

April to March). 

There have been surprises from a few boroughs that aren’t known for championing cycling and active 

travel. At the top of the list for rollout of cycle tracks in the last year are Redbridge, Croydon, Lewisham and 

Ealing. Redbridge installed wand protected lanes near the Wanstead Flats, Croydon installed wand 

protected lanes on a few of its corridors, and the Lewisham section of Cycleway 4 was implemented in the 

last year. Increases in cycle track Ealing are not attributed to new schemes, just ones we hadn’t counted 

previously. Despite this these boroughs still have a long way to go to match the top boroughs. 

 

This year also saw the removal of schemes or sections of schemes, mostly ‘temporary’ schemes 

implemented during the pandemic by Barnet, Bromley, the City of London, Croydon, Hackney and Merton. 

Net removals put the City of London and Bromley at the bottom of the list for new schemes in the last year. 

However, The City still leads our list with the most cycle tracks per km of road. 

Waltham Forest, Enfield, Hounslow and Camden also top the list. These boroughs all continued 

implementing new schemes and will no doubt introduce more as funding is available next year. 

We’re already seeing councils consult on new schemes so we’ll likely see more progress for the 2024 

Scorecard. But boroughs and TfL will need to increase pace to that at the beginning of the pandemic to 

meet the Mayor’s climate targets. 

The map of London cycle tracks can be seen here. 

Protected cycle track 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/fu56K/ 

Protected cycle track 2021 2022 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/ts1lp/ 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/3/viewer?hl=en&mid=1XlpvN9R-Wg7qZHyezO8y-eVlftr4e0WX&ll=51.50069186084939%2C-0.17427229576060022&z=11
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/fu56K/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/ts1lp/
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School Provision 

The School Provision metric is made up of two parts. Half of the score is based on boroughs’ rankings on 

the Transport for London STARS programme, which gives each school a Gold, Silver or Bronze depending on 

how many actions they have taken on aspects such as cycle training, bike storage and healthy walking 

promotion, and on what proportion of the trips made to school are sustainable. The other half of the score 

relates to the proportion of schools which are ‘School Streets’ (i.e. where general traffic is not permitted to 

enter a street in front of a school during drop-off and pick-up times). 

Sustainable Travel: Active, Responsible, Safe (STARS) 

Islington has made significant improvements to its STARS score over the year, with the proportions of Gold, 

Silver and Bronze schools increasing by 16%. Greenwich, Harrow and Lambeth all saw declines of over 10%.  

Bromley and Waltham Forest now both have scores over 60%, Havering has 50%, and Redbridge, Islington, 

Barnet and Haringey all have over 40%. Boroughs like Waltham Forest, Islington and Haringey are 

implementing infrastructure improvements around schools as well as STARS, which makes STARS more 

effective.   

Every London borough is engaged with STARS, although five boroughs have scores below 15%. These are 

Hackney, Kingston, Bexley, Hammersmith & Fulham and Barking & Dagenham.  



10 
 

We look forward to seeing a holistic roll out of infrastructure measures, supported by strong people-

focussed STARS measures, in many boroughs over the coming year. 

STARS 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/se9Fv/ 

STARS 2021 2022 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/aGgVo/ 

 

School Streets 

It is positive to see the continued roll out of School Streets across London, and just under 20% of schools in 

London are now on safe School Streets. There are just two boroughs that do not have any school streets: 

Bexley and Hammersmith & Fulham.  

Boroughs such as Islington and Hackney, which score well across a lot of metrics, score well on School 

Streets. But School Streets are much more widely implemented than some other infrastructure measures, 

and boroughs such as Lewisham, Merton, Brent and Hounslow all score well and have over 30% of their 

schools on School Streets. 

It has been a big year for school streets in Croydon and Havering, which have both increased their scores by 

12%. Lewisham, Wandsworth and Ealing also continue to roll out School Streets at pace. 

School streets are an excellent way to improve safety, increase walking and cycling to school, and provide a 

stress-free start and end to the day for young people. We look forward to their continued roll out next 

year. 

School Streets 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/pDlnG/ 

School Streets 2020 2021 2022 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/3f8Rz/ 

Total traffic-free School Streets: 2021 2022 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/9ADMB/ 

https://www.datawrapper.de/_/se9Fv/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/aGgVo/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/pDlnG/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/3f8Rz/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/9ADMB/
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Bus priority 
This indicator measures the proportion of the bus routes in each borough that have been given priority 

over other motor traffic (through bus lanes or bus gates). This is the first year that the Bus Priority indicator 

contributes to the overall score for each borough. We have used the scores collated last year, as it has not 

been possible to update borough maps for this year.  

The data shows a wide variation in the proportion of bus route prioritised in each borough. Across all 

boroughs, most of the priority score is delivered by bus lanes. In some boroughs, Low Traffic 

Neighbourhoods (both newly delivered and historic ones) also provide a contribution where they permit 

entry to buses but not general traffic. Among the Inner London boroughs, there are three boroughs – 

Hackney, Islington and Lambeth* – where 40% to 50% of routes are prioritised. In Haringey, Lewisham, 

Wandsworth and Camden around 30% are prioritised; but only around 20% of routes are prioritised for 

buses in Tower Hamlets and Westminster, and just 5% in bottom-of-the-table Kensington & Chelsea. 

Among the Outer London boroughs, Ealing, Barking and Dagenham, Merton, Waltham Forest, Hounslow, 

Brent and Greenwich score well with between 10-20% priority. But many boroughs have little or no priority 

for buses: Bexley, Bromley, Redbridge, Barnet and Sutton all have under 5% priority. 

The Scorecard coalition has issued a call to action, asking boroughs and TfL to work together to introduce 

more bus priority measures, especially on roads which have been identified as needing urgent action.  

In addition to updating bus priority measures for next year, boroughs that have dedicated portions of their 

roads for use by trams will receive scores for those sections of route, as buses do. 
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The map of London bus priority and bus routes can be seen here. 

*Excluding City of London 

 

Bus priority 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/3ef2Q/ 

Bus route length 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/A1ZoE/ 

 

Density weighting 

Housing density correlates closely to Scorecard score - boroughs with higher housing density tend to be 

more central, have more public transport, lower car ownership etc. Last year and again this year, we’ve 

looked at the score housing density would predict a borough would get versus the actual score they got on 

the Scorecard. In our view, this makes for very interesting reading. 

For instance, the borough that scored worst on its housing density predicted score versus its actual score 

was Kensington & Chelsea, followed by Bexley and Redbridge - all boroughs that have done little to nothing 

for decades to deliver ‘Healthy Streets’ measures. Redbridge now does appear to be starting to try and 

deliver schemes - so we hope this shifts for them in following years. But for the Royal Borough of 

Kensington & Chelsea, it’s quite startling to see once again a wealthy, central London borough with such 

dense public transport provision that appears to care so little for the health, safety or sustainability of its 

residents - so little, indeed, that it’s actual score got worse this year compared to its predicted score. 

At the opposite end, for those outperforming their expected score based on density, City of London tops 

the league (fairly obviously, this is because of its relative lack of housing, but high density of amenities, 

https://tinyurl.com/HSS2023Busmap
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/3ef2Q/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/A1ZoE/
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public transport links etc.). City is followed by Richmond and Waltham Forest. The latter particularly being 

famous for its delivery of Healthy Streets schemes following its mini-Holland programme and beyond. 

Isolating scores just for ‘input’ metrics, Merton joins City and Waltham Forest in outperforming delivery of 

Healthy Streets schemes, while for outcomes (such as serious collisions, car ownership levels and regular 

walking and cycling rates) it’s Camden that joins top two City and Richmond. Merton is likely the surprise 

here - but it has rolled out 20mph across the entire borough, now covers nearly half the borough in 

Controlled Parking Zones (CPZs) and is doing similarly well on School Streets provision. 

Expected overall score and housing-density weighted score 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/5rPus/ 

Residual difference between overall expected and weighted scores 2023: 

https://www.datawrapper.de/_/Vw3br/ 

Residual difference between input expected and weighted scores 2023: 

https://www.datawrapper.de/_/rLL9l/ 

Residual difference between outcome expected and weighted scores 2023: 

https://www.datawrapper.de/_/qx1EK/ 

 

https://www.datawrapper.de/_/5rPus/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/Vw3br/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/rLL9l/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/qx1EK/
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Indicators that have not been updated for 2023 

Sustainable Modeshare 

The 2023 Sustainable Modeshare statistics remain the same as 2022. There was no update this year as the 
Active Lives Survey 2021/22 data collection was significantly impacted by Covid restrictions. Transport for 
London, who source and supply the data, advised that they had to make changes to the method and 
sampling strategy, and the sample size was much smaller than in previous years, meaning borough level 
analysis was not possible.  

We use 2021 data for the sustainable modeshare indicator. 

This was our 2021 sustainable modeshare summary: 
Sustainable modeshare is the proportion of trips made by 'sustainable mode of transport' i.e. walking 
cycling or public transport. This is for trips made by borough residents, rather than all trips made in and 
through the borough. The target in the Mayor's Transport Strategy is to increase this across London to 80% 
by 2041. 

London-wide mode share rose again this year by 1% to 66%. If London continues at this rate, the mode 
share in 2041 will be well over his target. But while some boroughs are likely hitting their ceiling for 
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sustainable mode share, others have done little to boost theirs. And, of course, the Mayor's Transport 
Strategy was written before London declared a climate emergency. With a backdrop of the government 
shifting forward targets, will 80% be enough by 2030, let alone 2041? 

The City and Hackney retain the tops slots this year, with Bexley and Hillingdon at the bottom. But there 
remain huge variations in the contribution of each sustainable mode (walking, cycling and public transport) 
to the results, showing that most boroughs have significant scope to make changes to improve their score. 
And while some boroughs are rapidly increasing sustainable modeshare, others are falling back. 

Our summary is that, to deliver on the climate emergency, all boroughs need to be far bolder on these 
results. 

Sustainable Modeshare 2023 (2021 data): https://www.datawrapper.de/_/RfMFp/ 
Sustainable Modeshare 2019 2020 2021: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/HPqbV/ 

 

https://www.datawrapper.de/_/RfMFp/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/HPqbV/
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Active Travel 
The Walking and Cycling travel statistics remain the same as 2021. Whilst new active travel data is available 
for 2023, Covid restrictions have impacted the quality and usefulness of the data. 

We use 2021 data for the active travel indicator. 

This was our 2021 active travel summary:  
The proportion of people who regularly walk or cycle (over five times weekly) is a strong indicator of 
healthy outcomes and of streets healthy enough to enable those outcomes. On running this indicator for 
the third year, we have tried to smooth out some of the large fluctuations that we see in the annual results 
at a borough level (which comes from the Sport England Active Lives Survey). As the cause of these 
fluctuations are the sample size of the survey that Sport England uses, we are using the average of two 
years' worth of data. So, for the 2019 Healthy Streets Scorecard results, the data used is the average for the 
years 2015/16 and 2016/17, for 2020 HSS it is the average of 2016/17 and 2017/18 and for 2021 HSS it is 
2017/18 and 2018/19. It is important to note that all of the data that has been used pre-dates the COVID-
19 pandemic and none of the changes that occurred in travel patterns as a result of that have fed through 
into these results. 

Walking 

There is a moderate (0.58) correlation between levels of walking and levels of car ownership across the 33 

London boroughs. Unsurprisingly, most residents walk regularly in central London – with over half of City 

residents walking five times a week, and nearly half of Westminster residents. At the other end of the scale, 

in eight boroughs, less than one third of residents were walking five times a week prior to the pandemic. In 

order (of lowest levels of regular walking first) that's Barking & Dagenham, Barnet, Enfield, Hounslow, 

Harrow, Redbridge, Brent and Sutton. Only ten boroughs saw more than 40% of residents walking five 

times a week (and, credit where it's due, two of these were Richmond and Waltham Forest in Outer 

London). There have been successive increases in levels of walking across the three Healthy Streets 

Scorecard years with the proportion of Londoners walking five times a week rising from 36% in 2019 to 38% 

in 2021. The fastest rising boroughs have been Wandsworth, Westminster, Hounslow, Brent, Havering and 

Ealing each of which have seen the proportion walking regularly rise by more than 5 percentage points. 

 

Active travel walking 2023 (2021 data): https://www.datawrapper.de/_/9YUYn/ 

Active travel walking 2019 2020 2021: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/2fZB7/ 

https://www.datawrapper.de/_/9YUYn/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/2fZB7/


18 
 

 

Cycling 

This was our 2021 summary:  

Although there has been a small increase in the proportion of people who cycle regularly in the last two 

years (+0.2%) of the scorecard, still fewer than 1 in 20 of us (4.5% in 2021) are cycling 5 times a week or 

more. That's nowhere near enough the shift that London needs given the climate, air quality and inactivity 

crises we face. 

It is only in Southwark and Hackney that over 10% of residents cycle five times a week, while in eight 

boroughs, Sutton, Havering, Harrow, City (which can be discounted owing to its small numbers of 

residents), Barking & Dagenham, Redbridge, Bromley and Bexley less than 2% of residents cycle frequently. 

There has been a huge increase in the amount of cycling infrastructure created in the past year in London 

with the Streetspace for London plan rolling out segregated cycle lanes and Low Traffic Neighbourhoods 

that are essential for safe cycling. It is to be hoped that this action combined with the ongoing work of the 

most progressive boroughs such as the City, Hackney, Lambeth and Waltham Forest, will see these figures 

shift far more dramatically in future years. 

 

Active travel cycling 2023 (2021 data): https://www.datawrapper.de/_/T6J3u/ 

Active travel cycling 2019 2020 2021: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/9NOvW/ 

https://www.datawrapper.de/_/T6J3u/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/9NOvW/
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Road Collision Casualties 

As in 2022, the HSS indicator for road casualties has had to make use of 2021 data and the scores for the 

boroughs remain unchanged. Data for walking and cycling rates by borough was once again not be 

collected in 2022 owing to the continuing impact of the pandemic preventing research in this area. There is, 

however, a significant amount of new data around casualties in London more generally.  

Provisional 2022 data on road casualties in London has recently been published. This is not likely to change 

significantly before the final 2022 casualty data is released in September 2023. The TfL Vision Zero Action 

Plan has a goal that by 2041 there will be no serious or fatal road casualties on London’s roads. The 2022 

data is significant as, as part of the Plan, there is an interim target that road casualties will have fallen by 

65% from the baseline levels which is the average of serious and fatal road casualties for the years 2005 to 

2009. 2022 data is also significant as traffic levels are now much closer to what they were before the 

pandemic began. The large declines in casualty numbers that were seen in 2020 and 2021 are no longer 

continuing as traffic levels have risen again. Overall, as of 2022, London has seen a decline of 38% from the 

2005-09 baseline compared with the target of a 65% fall. This 38% fall masks large differences between the 

principal modes of travel with those protected by a vehicle continuing to see greater declines than for 

those who are not. Amongst car occupants, in 2022 serious and fatal casualties have fallen by 70% 

compared to the 2005-09 baseline and for bus or coach occupants the figure is -49%; amongst pedestrians, 

however, the figure is lower at -39% and for motorcyclists the figure is -36%. Amongst those cycling, serious 

and fatal road casualties have risen by 39% from the 2005-09 baseline and the increasing casualty numbers 

and rates amongst this group are a real concern (while cycling rates have risen massively, so overall risk of 

harm may be lower, the Mayor’s Vision Zero approach still means there have to be no serious or fatal 

collisions - not fewer against a rising mode). Please note the above casualty data is that reported by the 
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police. The total number of people seriously injured will be greater with under-reporting a particular 

problem for cyclists and car occupants. 

In terms of fatalities only (rather than fatal and serious road casualties discussed above), there were 101 

fatalities on London’s roads in 2022. This compares to 75 in 2021, 96 in 2020 and an average of 119 for the 

3 years prior to the start of the pandemic. Now that the pandemic is over and funding is once again in 

place, it is important that there is a focus on getting the Vision Zero casualty targets back on track. Needed 

are strengthened policies on: 

• Tackling vehicle speeds. These pose the great danger on London’s roads. Required is a move to a 

default 20mph speed limit and making the maximum possible use of Intelligent Speed Assistance 

on motor vehicles 

• Reducing traffic volumes and reaching the Mayor’s target of a 27% reduction (from 2018 levels) in 

traffic volumes by 2030. We have seen through the pandemic just what an impact lower traffic 

volumes can have on casualties. 

• Creating safe infrastructure for people cycling through protected cycle lanes on main roads and 

removing through traffic on neighbourhood streets. 

• Creating safe town centres and high streets, where many of London’s road casualties occur, and 

tackling dangerous junctions. 

 

Note: We have graphed 2023 Scorecard casualty data as total KSIs per borough, however, this is not 

comparable to previous years, or as a measure of borough performance, as it does not account for the 

frequency of these modes of active transport. 

We use 2021 data for the road collision casualties indicator. 
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Pedestrian 

Road collision pedestrian casualties 2023 (2021 data): https://www.datawrapper.de/_/V4E7X/ 

Road collision pedestrian casualties 2019 2020 2021: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/LaPqb/ 

Total road collision pedestrian casualties 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/HBoHn/ 

 

 

https://www.datawrapper.de/_/V4E7X/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/LaPqb/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/HBoHn/
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Cyclist 

Road collision cyclist casualties 2023 (2021 data): https://www.datawrapper.de/_/6uK4e/ 

Road collision cyclist casualties 2019 2020 2021: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/h7oMD/ 

Total road collision cyclist casualties 2023: https://www.datawrapper.de/_/dHA6L/  

 

https://www.datawrapper.de/_/6uK4e/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/h7oMD/
https://www.datawrapper.de/_/dHA6L/

